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Climbing Enchanted Rock

CAMPING

July 7-13
Camp Alexander, CO

95 Eagles

(L to R) Ben, Josh H., Travis B., Tyler M., Alex M.,
Andrew, Jordan, Eugene T., TJ.

This spring break campout at Enchanted
Rock was amazing. The weather was perfect
for camping, although the moment we went
to sleep, the wind started up. Leaving early
to get to the campsite was a good idea,
because over the next few days, there were
mile-long lines to get into the park. The
evening that we arrived, Mr. Holland, along
with several boys, set up a telescope. It
wasn’t a normal telescope, though. If you
told it what star, constellation or other sort
of space object to find, it would automatically adjust itself so that it was pointing
at that thing. All said and done, we had a
miniature star party to work on the
astronomy merit badge. On the next day
came the actual hiking. Our main goal was
to get to the top, but the adults suggested
that we take the “scenic route,” so we ended
up taking longer and seeing more. Once we
reached the top, it was extremely windy and
we were all ready for lunch. The best day of
the campout was the day before we left

We woke up early in the morning to go
rappelling with another troop, Troop 848. I
only did a bit of bouldering, but everyone has
their own personal tastes. Later in the day, a
small group of us hiked back up to Enchanted
Rock to do a bit of spelunking in a cave,
known as the Enchanted Rock Cave. It
involved lots of climbing and going through
tight spaces, but, boy, was it fun. After that
adventure, we returned to the camp to get
ready to leave the next day. Overall, the
experience was great and very memorable.
I will definitely return next year to do
rappelling.
Travis B.

Travis B. and mom on top of E-Rock

Annual Swim Test and Pool Party
May 7th at 7:00 pm
Meet at Bay Forest Pool
15715 Lake Lodge Drive, 77062
The pool is located at the intersection of
Lake Lodge and Manor Square.
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Village Creek

(L to R) Mr. Harrigan, Eugene T., Jambres S., Alex, David, Daniel, Mrs.
Green, James, Jordan, Mr. Swann.

We loaded the trailer, split up amongst the cars, and
hit the road. The ride was about 2 hours with a quick
stop at a gas station for a bathroom break, then it was on
the road again. We arrived at Village Creek State Park
around 9 o’clock, set up lanterns, and started to pitch out
tents, except for two people. They were facing the
elements of sleeping under the stars in hammocks that
they brought.
The next day, it was like a production line at the
stovetop. Once we cooked something, it was eaten. We
were garment all the way: bisquick pancakes, scrambled
eggs, and most of all, bacon. We cooked up 2.5 lbs. of it,
and it still was disappearing quickly.
That afternoon we packed a lunch, hooked up the
canoe trailer, and headed for the drop-off-point. There
was a cool breeze on the water, and a gentle current to
aid us on our way. We saw some cod senerie. Around
1:30, we pulled 4 canoes onto a beautiful sandy beach,
and ate our lunches. Not too long later, we shoved off
and headed down the river. We came up close to some
cypress trees that were in the middle of the river. There
were some wildflowers blooming, and beautiful white
sandy beaches along the trail. We had canoed for 4 hours
when we got to the place near our campsite. Worn out,
but still enjoying ourselves, we pulled in our canoes and
walked back to the campsite. When we got there,

some scouts relaxed, but Jordan and Jambres cooked
some hot dogs and burgers. After dinner, some people
played card games, while others relaxed until everyone
went to their tents to sleep.
The next morning, we enjoyed pop-tarts and
muffins. Afterwards, we had to pack up. Tents were
collapsed, hammocks rolled up, suitcases zipped, chuck
boxes were closed, and lanterns were put away. Later
that day we went fishing. We didn’t catch a lot of fish,
but we had a lot of fun. With a sad heart for leaving
such a fun place, we loaded up the cars and headed out.
Jambres S.

Camporee 2012

(L to R) Kevin, Jambres S., Tyler M., Chris S., James K., Tom, TJ,
Ben.

I attended Camporee at Camp Strake in the of Fall
2012. Highlights of the camp were: Order of the
Arrows, where I dressed in a Native American costume
to tap [shoulder tap] in new candidates, while amazing
bonfire set the backdrop. Our troop ran the fire
building skill station where many various patrols put
their skills to the test by trying to boil an egg on an open
fire. Rating ranged from team work, skills and time.
I think all Scouts should have an opportunity to
attend Camporee during their scouting adventure.
Christopher S.

Useful links
Camp Alexander:
http://www.pikespeakbsa.org/Camping/
CampAlexander/
Philmont Trek
http://www.trekphilmont.org/
(L to R, front to back) Jordan and James; Jambres and David
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Sea Base 2014 Adventure:
http://bsaseabase.org/Adventure.aspx

