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   The campout to Lake Somerville in October 

was a very productive two days. While we 

drove through heavy rain to get there, it was 

clear weather at the lake.  Between meals we 

spent most of our time working on FCE re-

quirements. We learned how to set up a port-

able stove, learned some new lashings, and 

identified some poisonous plants.  We spent a 

good part of Saturday afternoon hiking on the 

trail, doing a 5 mile hike. We went 2.5 miles 

then turned back. On the way back we  tried 

to take a shortcut and went down hill from the 

trail towards the low dried up lake bed. There 

was a large field where a big chunk of the lake 

used to be where we rested as we continued. 

There was still some water, but you could see 

how much the lake had gone down.             
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This shortcut actually added another 3 or 4 

miles to the hike but let us have a better view 

of different types of wildlife. After we got back, 

we rested for an hour then started the flag 

ceremony. Although we had brought the flag-

pole, we did not have any flags, so we used a 

towel for a flag replacement and got a require-

ment signed off.  That night everyone kept 

eating cheeseburgers and more cheeseburg-

ers.  All in all it was a fun trip with lots of activi-

ties and I would enjoy going back next year.    

Phil N. 

 

Tom, Phil, Arthur, Mr. Klein and James: hard at work. 



 

When we were working at the St. Bernadette’s 

food pantry food drive at Kroger we met a really interest-

ing man named Charles Hodges. He told us he is an Eagle 

Scout and he had some great stories to share with us. I 

thought it was worth noting that he didn’t say he “was” an 

Eagle Scout, he said he “is” an Eagle Scout.  He said it’s 

not something you earn for the next day or week or so, it’s 

something you earn for life. 

He told me about his camping trips when he was 

in Scouts.  Their Scoutmaster was a retired lieutenant from 

World War I.  He was just at the meetings so they would 

have an adult there – the scouts did everything for plan-

ning and running their meetings.  When they went camp-

ing, they would decide on a Friday that they wanted to go 

camping the next day so they would just go.  To get to 

where they wanted to camp they hiked along a railroad 

track and crossed a swamp.  They carried their gear in 

wheelbarrows.  They would walk along the railroad track 

to be able to get over a stream.  They had no adults on the 

campouts with them – the Scoutmaster would check on 

them late Saturday night then go back home - they weren’t 

worried about anyone doing anything to them. 

He talked about working on an Eagle project for a friend.  

They repaired a garden that had a World War I Veterans’ 

monument in it.  He said the project was expensive and it 

took tons of hours and money to repair one small patch of 

land, but it was worth it and that hard work paid off. 

 

 

 

 
 

Keep in mind that it will be Super Bowl time 
before you know it and we will be doing the 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” Food Drive again 

early in 2014. Please consider coming back 
and helping us once again, so that we may 

continue to help those in need 

We pray for God’s blessings on you in all 
that you do! 

 
MANY THANKS! 

Marita Moran  

(director of St. B’s food bank) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When he applied to be a Navy fighter pilot in 

World War II it only took 10 minutes for them to accept 

his application as opposed to the standard time of 45 min-

utes to one hour for most volunteers- when they saw Eagle 

Scout on his resume they told him that was all they needed 

to know. 

  He had some great advice: “A whole bunch of 

people get Star or Life and then stop – you should keep 

going.  One day you’ll have white hair and be walking 

around and you’ll spend the majority of your day telling 

people about being an Eagle Scout!” 
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Food Drive Service Project:  

 

$2490 Cash Value for the bags sold!! 

Huge Success!! 

Congratulations, 2013 Eagle Scouts !! 

$1612.45 Cash Donations!! 

Chris, Alex, Andrew and Ben, 

charming  the Kroger  

customers! 

                  Interview with an Eagle 

Zachary Dao 

John Fields  

Burke Millard 

Chris Scott 

Matthew Holland 



Our Annual Garage Sale : Lots of Work, but a Great Benefit to Our Troop  

The troop had its yearly garage sale in November.  Thanks to the generous donations of many families from inside and outside 
the troop, we had a good amount of items to sell.  Lots of people came out and bought items.  There was a steady flow of people 
buying all morning long on Saturday.  With the help of the scouts and their parents, we had enough people for everything to 
move smoothly.  Scouts would help people carry things that were heavy or that were too big for the buyers to carry easily on 
their own 

A lot of people worked the night before the sale, setting up the room, going on runs in cars to pick up items, and putting prices 
on the items in the room.  Then, the next morning we started at 7 am and sold things all the way until 1 pm, with people coming 
in and out to work.  From 8 to 9 am, we had a ton of people come in.  There was a slower period where we dropped down to 
only five buyers in the room, but then as we got to 10 or 11 am, there were lots and lots of buyers again.  The doughnuts and 
coffee helped keep everyone awake and full of energy.  We had big sales toward the end of the morning where people were 
stuffing clothing into bags for a sale price.  Also, a lady came by from Changes magazine, and took some pictures of the sale and 
all of us working in the sale, so there might be an article about it some time. 
By 1 pm, we closed the sale, and put the stuff that didn’t sell into boxes for donation to the Disabled American Veterans char-
ity.  The left over books went to the church’s Little Free Libraries program.  The charity truck came to pick up the boxes, and then 
we cleaned an vacuumed the room.  By 2:30 pm, we were done, and the garage sale made $1755 for the troop. 
Tom  N.  
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A big thanks to Mr. Niemann for all of his hard work! 

Mr. Haensly and 

Matthew set up on 

Friday 

Jambres m
akes su

re everything 

works! 

Tom and Ben check out  

the merchandise.  
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Eagle Scout’s Association  

Community Service Project  
On October 12th of this year Mr. Ellis and I were part 

of a team at Yellowstone Academy right outside of 

downtown to take place in a service project.  [Jr. High 

School] 

The tasks that we partook in involved painting lockers 

on the upper and lower floors of the Academy. We also 

painted the doors leading to the classrooms, bathrooms, 

etc. At the end we were given pizza and drinks and the 

man that was the leader of the local Boy Scout Troop 

at the Academy thanked us and told us how we in-

spired some of his scouts, because a few of them came 

out to help and many of them don’t have parents that 

are very involved, so we were able to talk with some of 

them about some of our experiences in scouting. Over-

all it was a very productive day. 

Chris S. 

Fear Not Festival October 30,  

Clear Lake Presbyterian Church  

 

   One of the best service projects that I 

did was go help the church that sponsors 

our troop with the Fear Not Festival. The 

scouts were supposed to supervise the 

younger kids on the inflatable slides. I 

liked having to go to up the slide to make 

sure the kids were sliding down safely. 

Also, I got to get my face painted and we 

were allowed to have free food and 

games. 

Ben S. 

Tom helps out . 

November Huntsville Camping Trip 
      On Friday the temperature had dropped suddenly from 76 oF  

to 46 oF but we were well prepared with layers of extra clothing and 

warm sleeping bags with extra blankets. We took to the road on an 

one and a half hour trip up north to Huntsville after packing our gear 

into the troop trailer and finding out which car to ride. There were 

no pit stops just go, go, and go all the way. When we got there, there 

was a little bit of sleet falling as we set up tents and went to bed 

after setting up gear.     

       On Saturday it was so freezing cold that most of us put on 

many layers.  All of us cooked a hearty breakfast and set off to do 

lashings or ax work after safety instructions for both requirements. 

The lashings and ax work took up most of the morning and before 

we know it, it was lunch time. Some patrols had sandwiches while 

other patrols had different things for lunch. After lunch we went on 

a five mile hike, where we saw a deer and some people were jok-

ing that it was a spy for Santa. After the two hour hike it was dinner 

time. Some people worked on the cooking or camping merit badge 

and made a backpacking meal. It did not taste bad but the smell of 

chili and other freshly prepared meals did make us jealous. At the 

end of dinner every one gathered around the camp fire and some of 

us ate delicious cobbler. The lake was swampy but no one went fish-

ing, not because it was too cold but because no one brought a fishing 

rod.  

The next morning every one packed up their tents and gear, 

ate an unhealthy breakfast, packed the trailer, formed a police line, 

and hit the road. I’m sure everyone was happy to be back at their 

warm and cozy home.            Alex M. 

 


