
Looking 

Ahead 
 
 

October 26-28 

Camporee 

 

November 16-18 

Huntsville State Park 

 

No Meeting 

November 20 

 

December 26-31 

Winter Camp 

 

 No Meetings 

Dec. 18 and 25   

 

January 18-20 

Brazos Bend State Park 

 

___ 

 

Editor 

Please send your 

articles and photos 

about troop campouts, 

fund-raisers, 

volunteering and  

Eagle Scout 

 projects, etc. to 

sstanley17@ 

comcast.net.. 

Painting the fence.  

     My Eagle Scout Project was held at St. 

Clare’s of Assisi’s on August the 11th.  I had a 

fairly large crowd show up, which was excel-

lent because there was a lot of work to be 

done. The main focus was painting the iron 

courtyard fence.  Extra jobs that were done 

were things like pulling the weeds around 

back, leveling the playgrounds rock flooring 

and moving the flag poles to a different     

location. 

      We started the day off with donuts and got 

right to work.  I sent a couple of boys to prime 

the rusted spots along the fence and following 

them was the crew of painters.  A few        

constraints were not to get paint on the brick 

or on the concrete, so we dealt with that as 

needed with plastic sheets and tape. It was a 

challenge to get every spot covered, but we 

managed to get it done.  It took roughly 4 

hours to get the painting finished.  

     During that time of painting the fence, I 

rotated some boys and adults to the back 

where the playground was located. They 

shoveled the rocks towards the front of the  
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Eagle Project at Local Church 

John Fields and Karl Briegel, along with adults painting 
the fence. 

rock box, where the rocks were low. While 

doing all that they managed to dig a small cre-

vasse in the back to where the church was go-

ing to replace the board that helped contain all 

the rocks. Some boys hung out back there and 

pulled weeds around the building and play-

ground as well as picking up trash. 

     Around noon, we finished up and had hot 

dogs and Gatorade. It was refreshing to all the 

hard workers.  When then took a group photo 

with the boys at the end, and if I may say… it 

was “chill”.                                            Paul S. 

          I also want to say “Thank you” to all 

who came and participated in my project! 



Our campsite 
 

Fortunately there were no rockslides, but unfortunately 

our whole group was soaked!  The next morning we 

learned that several merit badge classes were being  

cancelled for the rest of the week due to large amounts 

of mud and animal waste in the pool and other areas.  

It’s too bad there’s no merit badge for mud shoveling, 

because one of the other areas covered in mud was the 

amphitheater.  Several Scouts and adults in our group 

spent hours shoveling mud out of the amphitheater so 

that the closing ceremonies and campfire could take 

place as scheduled. 

     Even with all of the mud we had a great time at   

Summer Camp, enjoying a sunrise hike, an awesome trip 

to the McDonald Observatory, good food, lots of merit 

badge work, and time with fellow Scouts.  We returned 

home on July 14th with more mud, more miles on the 

trailer, and more accomplishments as Scouts.  

Opening ceremony at BTSR  
 

Austin E. 

Troop 869 Historian 
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Swimming at Balmorhea 

Summer Camp at Buffalo Trails Scout Ranch 

     Summer Camp at Buffalo Trails Scout Ranch 

(BTSR) was quite an adventure! On Friday, July 6th, 

the Scouts and parents of Troop 869 planning to attend 

summer camp met in the church parking lot to pack the 

trailer. After cramming the trailer as full as possible 

with footlockers, tents, and other camping gear, we met 

back at the church the next morning to begin our long 

drive to Buffalo Trails Scout Ranch. After a day filled 

with many miles on the road, stops for fast food, and 

the inevitable flat on the trailer, we arrived at           

Balmorhea State Park to set up camp for the night. 

      After a good night’s sleep and a quick breakfast, 

we had time to enjoy the outstanding pool at            

Balmorhea. We all enjoyed the pool for its many 

unique features. Aside from being much larger than our 

neighborhood pools, this pool had a high-dive, and 

several Scouts were able to jump off of a high-dive for 

the first time. Something else very unique about this 

pool is that it is spring-fed, and had several fish    

swimming in it. 

      

     After swimming, we drove the short distance to 

Buffalo Trails Scout Ranch, where we checked in and 

set up camp. We had a very cool location for our 

campsite, right underneath Forbidden Mountain, one of 

the taller mountains at BTSR. As the week progressed, 

the Scouts participated in many fun merit badges, and 

learned many useful skills. A smaller portion of our 

group participated in the Mountain Man camp and  

enjoyed that experience.  

     One experience we didn't have on our schedule was 

a flash flood! On Tuesday night, after a long, hot day, 

BTSR's skies opened up, and doused us with six feet of 

rain. We had to cancel the afternoon activities, and we 

even had a few of our Scouts stuck on the other side of 

the river from our camp! The rain lasted throughout the 

night with the adults on the watch for possible       

rockslides from Forbidden Mountain into our tents.   



WRITERS 
 NEEDED 

If you are interested in writing an article for the 
Soaring News about our troop campouts, your 
Eagle Scout Project, or any troop activity, please 
send to sstanley17@comcast.net. Include at 
least 2 photos with captions.  Don’t forget, writing 
an article can apply towards one of the require-
ments for the Communications Merit Badge. 
(Please notify me a couple of days prior to event 
you plan to write about.)   

 

     I taught Blanco Blast which is the FCE program at El 

Rancho Cima Cockrell River Camp for the second time 

this summer. It is a fun place to go camping and it is a 

great place to work. There is so much to do at River 

Camp. 

     As I said there is so much to do at River Camp. I got 

to go kayaking, canoeing, swimming, hiking, climbing, 

rifle shooting, archery, repelling, zip lining, and partici-

pate in various OA activities. We also had dodge ball, 

ultimate Frisbee, and soccer tournaments.  We had  

swimming and canoeing relay races. It was a lot of fun. 

There are also a lot of merit badges that I could do at 

camp.  

     Before, I said that I taught Blanco Blast, well I also 

taught some merit badges. I had the opportunity to teach 

geocaching, basketry, leather working, golf, camping, 

wilderness survival, and fire safety. All of which are fun 

merit badges. But the camp offers so many more.  There 

is also high adventure at Cima. Our high adventure    

program is awesome. During the course of the week you 

get to shoot black powder rifles, go horseback riding, 

shotgun shooting, swimming, ride the longest zip line in 

the state of Texas, and do an awesome ropes course. 

     I hope to see you next summer. 

John F. 
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Family Fun Day 

 

     On August 4th, Troop 869 had a fun family day at 

Schlitterbahn. One of the best rides was the Rohr!  It 

was a 70 foot drop straight down!! We had a lot of fun 

and were exhausted when it was time to leave.  We ate 

at the pizza place and enjoyed the torrent river. It was a 

hot, sunny day which made Schitterbahn even better!    

Nicolas G. 

 

 

September Camping at 

 Double Lakes 

     Double Lakes turned out to be a fantastic camp out! 

When we first arrived it was wet which really bummed 

me out but, after we set up the tents, everything was 

fine. 

     On Saturday, we woke up bright and early due to 

the green scouts across the site.  After pancakes at 

breakfast, we did a conservation project.  We picked up 

trash around the lake.  Around 12:00, we ate lunch and 

then played Frisbee until dinner.  For dinner, we made 

hamburgers and hot dogs which were quite swell.    

After dinner, we sat by the fire and talked. 

     The next day, Sunday, we had Pop tarts and honey-

buns.  We cleaned up our site and left for home. 

Eric S. 

Splashing around in the rapids  
2012 Summer Staff  

Working for a Summer Camp 


