Troop 869'.'.’

lear Lake Presbyterian Church
Chartered 1968

Editor

Many thanks to
those who contribut- |
ed articles and pho{ =

tos for this issue of
the Soaring News.
Please keep them
coming. Send your
stories and pictures
about troop cam-
pouts, fund-raisers,
volunteering and
Eagle Scout
projects, etc. to

sstanleyl7@

comcast.net.

Looking
Ahead

Alex's Eagle Project consisted of col-
lecting gently used toys, video games, mu-
sic CDs, movie DVDs, board games, UNO
cards and cash donations to benefit pediat-
ric patients of Texas Children's Hospital's
Cancer Center. The project was conducted
on Saturday, May 30th. The residents of

Lake Texana the Bay Forest subdivision (Kroger side)

State Park were informed of the project by letters
Sept. 18-20 which were placed on the doors of over
400 homes prior weekend.
Troop Garage Sale Alex wishes to thank his Bay Forest
Sat., Oct. 3 neighbors for being generous with their
Double Lakes donations as this was a busy time with Me-
Oct. 16-18 morial weekend as well as the end of the
Webelo Woods school year. In addition, he wishes to rec-
NOV. 20-22 ognize the Scouts that assisted with the
' collection efforts. They are Alex and Ed-
Winter Camp ward B., Michael L., David, B.., Mike
Dec. 26-31 and Christine H., Renee and Nick L.

Alex chose Texas Children Cancer
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Clear Lake City Houston, Texas
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Eagle Project benefits Texas Children Cancer Center

Center for the Eagle Project because he
knows just how many hours patients, ado-
lescents and children, spend at the cancer
clinic receiving transfusions and chemo-
therapy. Most of these patients will con-
tinue their treatment for years and he felt
that there needed to be more items availa-
ble for their enjoyment during these stays.
Alex and his parents were delighted to pre-
sent the Child Life Specialist, Dana Swan,
with the collected monies and toys. All in
all, over $650 in cash donations and a mini
-van full of donations are now available
to the kids at the Cancer Center.

Thank you Troop 869 and Bay Forest for
making the Eagle Project so successful!
GARAGE SALE - This year's Troop Garage

Alex A.

Get Ready for
Troop Garage Sale

This year's Troop Garage Sale has been
scheduled for Saturday, Octobét. 3Ve
will have sign-ups coming soon for both
Friday night and Saturday shifts.

Please start collecting hangers, grocery
bags, and any items you want to donate for
the sale! If there are any large items need-
ing to be picked up you can email me at
lambertja@comcast.ne&tith the item and
location so we can have it on the pick up
list for Friday night.
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Collecting for St

Scouts (L to R): Andrew G., Russell G., Jackson P., Chris S., Christian
G., Nathaniel Fiske

Many thanks to all the scouts and parents partci-
pated the weekend of June 13 and 14 in collecting f
at Kroger’s for St. Bernadette's Food Pantry. Yoade
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. B’'s Food Pantry

Scouts (L to R): Jackson P., Russell G., John S., John C., Michael S.,
Steven W.

such a big difference in the quality of life for so
many people by donating your time. Your efforts

prodjidenatenodausymolr@festifertioinoor.

Sizzling at Summer Camp
Pictures are worth a thousand words

<

Flag
ceremony
before
dinner

In June, we went to Horseshoe Bend at EI Ranch@a@ma week of summer camp. The weather was dumty
HOT, HOT, HOT! There were all kinds of activitiaad merit badges to work on. | life guarded all.d&oing to the
trading post for a nice, cold ice cream was the pat. The rodeo was funny, too!

Winter Camp will be held at the rustic Camp Strake,
Conroe, from Sat., Dec. 26 through Thurs., Dec. 31.
Total due to SHAC for this camp is $230.00. A $H-

refundabledeposit is due by September 15 and the bal-

ance ($180) is due by November 3. All checks rbest
made out to Troop 869. Additional monies will beed-
ed for Cracker Barrel, gas money and t-shirt (aptip

Winter Camp offers many more merit badges than sum-

mer camp. So, hurry...registration fills early!
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The North Trek Crew makes it atop the Tooth of Time on the last
day of their trek.

P# $
H., Ben F., Kevin R., Paul R.

Day 1 | woke up at 3 AM, made sure | didn't forget
anything, soon left for the church. As soon as the
charter bus arrived we loaded our packs from the
closet, got seated and soon left for Bush Intereont
nental Airport. We bought tickets as a group so
checking luggage was quick and easy. We found our
gate and ate breakfast in the terminal. Our plaag w
on time and the flight lasted only two hours. Fribra
Albuquerque airport we loaded our bags onto the bus
to Philmont. When we got to Las Vegas, NM we
stopped at a Subway for lunch. After another hdur o
driving we arrived at Philmont. We made a pack line
by the welcome center and soon checked in. There
we met our ranger, John. We put our packs in our
tents and returned to headquarters. As leaded tda
go through a long process of getting medical forms
in, learning everything about our trek, and chegkin
the availability of water for the next two weekerF
most of this my other crew members relaxed and
played cards. We ate dinner and went to the opening
camping.

Day 2 Our bus took us to our drop off point was
late in the day so we didn’t have to rush today.
Breakfast was at 7:00. Then we got our packs ready
for the trek. We got patrol equipment such as pots,
water purifiers, and soap. This was also our bfst
three food pick ups. | was surprised on how much
food they gave us. It was a challenge for soméef t
scouts to fit their share of food in there packeery-
thing we weren't taking with us on the trail hacbt®
put in lockers and valuable items were to go in an
envelope and stored in a safe. John checked our
packs out. Anything we didn’'t need went in the lock
ers and anything we forgot we could buy at the gift
shop. We also spent time at the medical centegbein

checked out. After lunch, John went over orientegri
with us. A little while after that we got on oursu

Philmont North Crew
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and headed for Ponil Turnaround. When we arrived,
John continued to brief us and explained the Red
Roof Inns, restrooms. We soon started hiking. This
was only a two mile day so we arrived at Sioux, our
first camp, early. John showed us the procedure for
setting up camp. We ate dinner, hung our bear bags,
and went to bed.

Day 3 We packed up quickly and headed back to
Ponil. Here we had to pick our burro. They can hold
fifty pounds which is about the weight of all our
food. We learned the long, complicated process for
loading up a burro. They assigned us one and we
loaded him up. They gave us blue 35 so we named
him Blue. He may have taken a load off our backs
but he slowed us down. Along the trail we saw a
small black bear. John told us to make loud noises
and the bear ran off. Before we got Pueblano we
found the choral where we left Blue over night. Pue
blano was our staffed camp. It started to rain tvhic
lasted quiet a while. We set up camp, had dinmet, a
the rain stopped. We went to the campfire thattnigh
The staff sang and played guitars well.

Day 4 In the morning, after packing up, we got to
go spar pole climbing. This was our first day wiitho
a ranger. Our day was long and walking Blue was a
challenge. Late in the day we dropped Blue ofhat t
choral at Miranda. We continued on to Baldy Town.
We took the gravel road because on the map it iboke
a lot shorter. It was but, also a lot steeper. \Me g
into camp late that night. Baldy Town is a staffed
camp but they didn’'t have any musical performance.

Day 5 We didn’t have to take anything down be-
cause we were staying at Baldy Town for two nights.
Those who felt up to it hiked up Baldy Mountain in
the morning. The others decided to rest. We picked
up more food here and even could get chocolate and
beef jerky in the trading post. We also got to take
showers here and wash some clothes. In the after
noon we participated in a conservation project. We
fixed up part of a trail by clearing out rocks ditid
ing holes with dirt. We got to enjoy a nice viewrfr
headquatrters.

Day 6 The hike was easy being a few thousand
feet downhill over five miles. We arrived at Baldy
Skyline Camp before lunch. We set up camp and it
began to rain lightly. To stay dry, we sat in aemts
or under the dining fly. By the time we cooked dinn
the rain had stopped.

Day 7. This was our longest day, twelve miles.
There was a lot of up and downhill. Around noon we
were near half way. We hiked down a series of
switchbacks to get to the Cimarron River where we
filled up our water bottles. From there the resvof
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hike was uphill. The last mile seemed to go onvere
er. Our camp, Devil's Wash Basin, was dry. A few of
us went to a near by camp to get water. We weed tir
but glad that our hardest day was behind us.

Day 8 On the way to our next camp, we picked
up food at Ute Gulch Commissary. We stopped at
Hunting Lodge and took a tour of the Cabin. Then we
ate lunch and finished our hike. At Clarks Fork, we
had to send two scouts to help cook the Chuck Wag-
on Dinner. While they were cooking some of us took
showers and washed clothes. The dinner was beef
stew and peach cobbler. That night the staff pud on
great musical performance and also some skits.

Day 9 In the morning, we were scheduled for
horseback riding. Only five of us were able to ride
The hike wasn’t bad that day. A while after lunch w
got to Cyphers Mine. At this camp you don't use
tents you stay in muck shacks, three-walled shacksA
headquarters, we met to two staff members from Pue-
blano on their days off. Later, we attended thergjr
Man competition where at least one member of each
crew does something manly in front of the entire
camp. Our representative was Jeremy D., and yes, he
made a fool of himself. During this, we spottedearh
nearby. Some of the staff chased it off. It hageat
some of a crew’'s gear. We went to their music per-
formance. Like the others, it was very good. Back a
our campsite we had to have a few people stay dp an
make a campfire. Around midnight we got to sleep
because a trap for the bear had been set.

Day 10: In the morning, we did blacksmithing.
Together we made a J hook. We each took turns with
each step making it. Our hike was mainly uphill. We
took a little longer trail so we could summit Mount
Phillips. We camped at Red Hills. This was supposed
to be a dry camp but nice stream flowed right next
our campsite.

Day 11 We filled up with all the water we could
because today was completely dry. We hiked to the
top of Black Mountain. We hiked into Shaefers Pass.
After dinner, those of us with enough energy hiked
mile down to get water. We had to be fast if we twan
ed to get back to camp before the sun set.

Day 12 We woke up 4 AM and left camp by 5.

We hiked up to the summit of Shaefers Peak and had
breakfast while watching the sunrise. The sky was
overcast but it was still nice. From there, we Hike

the Tooth of Time. On the way down from the Tooth
summit, we ran into some guys from the south trek.
We hiked down nearly endless switchbacks but final-
ly made it to base camp. We returned the gear we
borrowed, got our things from the lockers and safe,
and put everything away in our tents. We ate lunch
and went to the gift shop. | got more paperwork and
things to do. After dinner, we went to the closing
campfire.
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Day 13:We packed everything up, ate breakfast,

and took the bus to the airport. In Albuguerque, we

ate lunch at Fuddruckers. We arrived at the airport

time but our flight was delayed. We landed at 8 PM
and a few parents picked us up and took us back to
the church.

Paul R.

South Crew

Top 10 Reasons to Write Articles

10.

for the Soaring News
To let people know that you know how to read

One day you want to be like Ray Barone of
Everyone Loves Raymond and have your own
# % &$ $
A good excuse to get on the computer so you
can check your My Space, % &
You may be able to receive extra credit for a
language class to offset the homework assign-
& % & %
Another paper that you created to add to the
scrapbook that your mom started for you when
%
Can be used as one of the Communications Merit
) % &
To acknowledge your writing experience on your
&% $ $$ #
Because your brother or friend wrote an article
% & %$
You have sooo much fun in scouting that you
can’t wait to share your experience with others
To be a good scout by helping you friendly editor
before she pesters you and your parents so
much that you can’t stand it any longer!




