
Editor 
Thank you to those 
who contributed by 
writing articles and 

sending photos in for 
the Soaring News.  

Continue to send 
your stories and pic-

tures about troop 
campouts, fund-

raisers, volunteering 
and Eagle Scout 
projects, etc. to 
sstanley17@ 
comcast.net. 

________________ 

Looking 
Ahead 

Summer Camp 
Horseshoe Bend 

at El Rancho Cima 
June 21-27 

Guadalupe River 
State Park 
July 17-19 

Philmont 
July 31—Aug. 12 

Village Creek 
August 14-16 

 
 
 

 
     It was a dark night in February. It was a 
little scary, especially with the trees mak-
ing weird shapes. But when we finally got 
our tents up (with great difficulty in the 
low light that the four working and present 
lamps made) it wasn’t so scary. In fact, we 
were joking.  We also had a brief Astrono-
my Merit Badge session. Then, we went to 
bed. 
     The next day was a new day, especially 
with the other patrol having a world record 
breaking cooking time.  When we did get 
breakfast (or brunch) eaten, we worked on 
our Totin’ Chip. After that, we chopped 
wood for that night’s fire. Then, we went 
marching through the park. We sang songs 
and talked. Unfortunately, it rained on our 
parade, seriously. The rain came down in 
sheets. I began wondering why I left my 
poncho in the tent. But I didn’t mind. We 
had a quarter-mile dash to the nature cen-
ter. We saw poisonous snakes (in cages) 
there and some baby alligators.  Later, we 
went to the George Observatory and 
looked through the telescopes. We saw the 
Orion Nebula through the big telescope 
and looked at other objects through the 
smaller ones.  

The next day we packed up. But before 
that, Chris S. held a well done sermon 
about respect near the river. We left having 
a hope that one day we would camp there 
again.                                               Matt H.    

 
                                         

     The same weekend that the troop went 
to Brazos Bend, we went to Sam Houston 
National Forest to prep for Philmont.   We 
went hiking all day and then cooked dinner 
and went to bed.   There was a forest that 
was foggy and it was pretty cool.   It 
rained for about 3 hours on Saturday while 
we were hiking but it was light.   It was 
fun at the end,  when we all just sat around 
and relaxed after a long day.           Tom H. 

 
Tom Harrigan,  Kevin Repa, Jeremy D., Tom H., Gray 

H., Zach D. 

 

 
Jonathan H., Allan W., Curt W., Connor T., Jason C.,  
Walter G., Dave H., Phillip W., Julio H. 
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Brazos Bend Campout 



Camporee at Brosig 
 
    On the weekend of April 24-26, Troop 869 partici-
pated in the Bayshore District Camporee at Camp 
Brosig. On Friday night, after setting up camp, we 

competed in night orienteering. 
Saturday was the main competi-
tion. We competed in the fol-
lowing events: knots, fire build-
ing, camping skills, first aid, 
games, and colors. The best part 
about Camporee was playing 
football before the competition. 
The funniest thing that hap-
pened was the skits.  Finally, 
the campout was very good es-
pecially because overall we 
earned 4th place all because the 
green scouts earned many 
John W. performing              places in 
their events. 

glow stick Poi.                                                                   Nickie A. 
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Welcome New Scouts 

 
     Kyle B., Caleb C., Mitchell C., Anthony C., John 
C., Nathaniel F., Christian G., Andrew G., Isaiah G., 
Nicholas G., Linus K., Andrew L., Alex L.e, Scott M., 
Tyler N., Wyatt O., John S., Michael S., Michael S., 
Caleb S., Jared S. and Kyle S. 
 
  

Busy on the Sidelines�
 
     Chris S. has been busily working on Merit Badges 
and activities.  Chris participated in the Ten Com-
mandments Hike, a 10C hike.  Chris said. “I encour-
age scouts to do it next year. It's fun for the whole 
family.” 
      He is current working on his Citizenship of Com-
munity MB by helping at First Christian Church and 
CCISD’s Board Meeting.  Way to go, Chris! 
      For more information about merit badge require-
ments go to: http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/
MeritBadges.    

 
 

Climbing E-Rock 
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Last weekend the troop went camping at Lake 
Houston, where the excitement of camping started 
early on Friday night. We were lucky enough to ar-
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but our luck didn’t last as long as we all had hoped. 
The first problem we ran into was the infinite number 
of mosquitoes, which if you had forgotten bug spray 
this was not something to enjoy. (I was one of the 
elite campers who “forgot” bug spray.) The second 
problem was that everyone (except a few very wise 
adults) had set up their tents in an area where we 
weren’t supposed to be camping. We all got to move 
our tents, and a few of the boys had to move their 
tents more than once. After an exhilarating first night, 
we all got to bed. 

The next day most of the camp woke up and was 
already out making noise at about 6:30. (I on the oth-
er hand, despise waking up, so I remained asleep.) 
We all made our breakfasts and to my knowledge 
nothing went too devastatingly wrong that morning. 
Following breakfast, the Philmont boys who were 
there, geared up with our 25 pound packs and got 
ready for an eight mile hike on the trails around the 
Park. It was a fairly uneventful hike except for the 
sighting of one copperhead and one garter snake. 
However, back at camp our fearless scoutmaster must 
have seen how chipper and enthusiastic the rest of the 
troop was. Needless to say, he came up with the bril-
liant idea of taking the rest of the troop on a hike. 

Those of us on the Philmont prep hike crossed 
paths with the rest of our troop around the 7th mile of 
our journey. At that point, the troop was still looking 
rather energetic. We finished our short hike about a  
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half an hour later (We were all guessing about the 
time we would finish the hike. Mr. Repa’s guess was 
closest—he guessed 12:42, and the official ending 
time was 12:44.) Back at base camp, we ate lunch 
and then relaxed. 

Meanwhile, the rest of our troop was out in the 
forest being attacked by mosquitoes. They finally 
made it back approximately two hours later. They all 
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hiked a lot farther than they intended to, and ran out 
of water, hence many of them were partially dehy-
drated. After everyone had lunch and got rehydrated, 
the next few hours were less eventful and included 
relaxing, horseplay, and eating brisket (the adults 
couldn’t finish all the food that their wonderful grub-
master had brought for them). 
      Through the years I have learned a very important 
lesson—if you are camping with Troop 869, there 
will be rain. I have been camping with this troop for 
years and despite what the weather forecast has said, 
it always rains. This lesson proved correct once again 
at this campout. We were at a beautiful campground, 
and we were fortunate enough to have beautiful 
weather, that is until Saturday evening when some 
strong thundershowers came in. Mr. Wedekind 
quickly gathered us all up and got us underneath a 
pavilion where we remained until the rain died down. 
Once the rain let up the troop went and got our food 
supplies from the trailer. After we feasted, we all did 
our own thing until it was time to go to bed. For some 
of us, that included drying the inside of our tents. 

 
Jonathan H. 

 
 

Nick Q. finds 
 a place 

 to take a break while climbing 
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No Rain, No Gain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Scouts on top of Enchanted Rock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Getzelman belays  
Austin M. down the rock 

 
Taking a break while  

crawling, climbing and 
sliding through the cave 

E-Rock 



     Troop 869 Scouts and parents came out in full 
force on Saturday, May 23rd, for the Philmont Car 
Wash Fundraising event.  The car-wash, which was 
conducted to raise funds and offset travel expense for 
this year’s Philmont campers, was held in the parking 
lot of the Sterling Bank, at Space Center and Falcon 
Pass.   
     Arriving bright and early, at 8:00 AM, Mr. Green 
was kind enough to help us start the day with Star-
bucks coffee.   Adults and scouts alike enjoyed a 
pleasant day that was packed with a continuous flow 
of generous customers, despite the looming threat of 
rain.  The overcast skies provided a nice relief from 
what would otherwise have been a rather hot day in 
the sun.  None the less, the Scouts donned the requi-
site sunscreen, armed themselves with hoses and 
sponges, and prepared to meet and greet the seeming-
ly endless stream of autos and trucks, applying gener-
ous supplies of water, suds, elbow grease and dry 
towels (we had lots of them !) to produce and deliver 
on the promise of shiny clean vehicles as the end 
product!   
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         A few of the scouts took to the streets and did 
their best break-dancing tricks to attract attention 
from the passing vehicles, waiving bright attention-
grabbing signs generously provided by Mr. Steve 
Stanley (great signs Steve!), who was also instrumen-
tal in reserving the location, and providing the printed 
tickets (thanks Steve!).  Andy P. wins the award for 
the most creative entertainer for his dancing and at-
tention-grabbing techniques on the boulevard – his 
unusual gyrations and arm waiving techniques were 
enough to send the customers into the parking lot 
just get a second look (and a car wash too!).  And 
great job to Julio H. for holding the sign upside down 
– that’s a good professional trick usually reserved for 
big billboards on Highway 3!  Thanks to all scouts 
who worked hard by the street, advertising our ser-
vices to the general public.  Great job! 
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     In the main parking lot, we were very successful 
throughout the day, due to the dedicated efforts of 
everyone who came out and provided hoses, buckets, 
sponges, shammy’s, soap, brushes, towels, hose split-
ters, ladders, tables, drinks, snacks, and the pop-up 
shade tarp (thanks Mr. Kevin Repa !).  Special thanks 
also go to Mr. Gary Wedekind and to Steve Cochran, 
who spent the entire day working very hard and 
washing lots of cars !  Thanks also to Tara Sands who 
provided drinks and snacks, and to anyone and every-
one else who provided any kind of support in any 
way, for a very successful day. 
     While we did not track the actual number of 
washed cars, one estimate placed the total at approxi-
mately 150 vehicles.  With some very good efforts on 
advanced ticket sales, and through the generous do-
nations of many of the customers, we were able to 
raise $2600 in donations, which will go a long way in 
helping with the Philmont camping trip expense.  
And, because of advance ticket sales, at least 5 scouts 
will share in the prizes that were also made available 
as a result of this effort.   
     All in all, it was a great day for the Scouts – a day 
to experience the benefits of participation, teamwork 
and generosity, while having lots of fun at the same 
time! Great job Scouts! 
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Scouts Conduct Successful Philmont Car Wash Fundraiser 


