Editor

Thank you to those
who contributed
their time and talent
by writing articles
for the Soaring
News.

Continue to send

your stories and pic-

tures about troop
campouts, fund-
raisers, volunteering
and Eagle Scout
projects, etc. to

sstanleyl7@

comcast.net.
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Looking
Ahead
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June 21-27
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The scouts began to stain the tables and
benches. Because it was sunny and windy,
the first coat of stain dried quickly. The
scouts then put a second coat of stain on.
After everything was dry, the tables and
benches were moved back to their original
locations at the YMCA.
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My Eagle project was carried out on
December 18 at the E. A. Smith YMCA.
My project was to sand and stain 20
benches and 4 tables that were being used
at the YMCA. The scouts began arriving
and we moved the tables and benches to
the work area. The scouts sanded the

| was very happy when the day was
over. | am thankful for everyone who
helped me.

benches and tables with hand sanders. An
electrical sander was used next to make
sure the tables and benches were ready for
the staining.

John M.

Summer Camp

We are gearing up for summer camp at
El Rancho Cima at Horseshoe Bend from
June 21-27. This campground is located in
the Texas Hill Country and is relatively
close to home. We estimate the total cost
to run about $300.00 per scout. The first
payment of $120.00 will need to be col-
lected by Tuesday, Marct’3
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Winter Camp

There were 9 boys and 3 adults from our troop
that attended the winter camp at Camp Strake. The
weather was not so good, most of the days were rain
ing and every morning and night was very cold. We
had to wear our ponchos all the time and our boots
were very muddy. We made campfires every day to
keep us warm.

| attended 4 merit badge classes: AviatiomrSp
Electronics, and Communication. | had to walk to
every class by myself. The first day | was kind of
lost, but | double checked the campsite map and
found my way to get to the class just in time. The
classes were not that fun but | keep myself focused
and paid attention. The period | liked the mosswa
the Activity period where | could go hiking, wonder
around, play with my friends, or just sit down and
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Stephen F. Austin St. Park

On the weekend of Jan.16, Troop 869 went eamp
ing at Stephen F. Austin State Park. On Friday tnigh
when we pulled into the camp it was almost com-
pletely dark and incredibly cold. We finally budur
tents and went to bed at about 11:00.

The next morning it was filled with the souofi
cracking eggs and crinkling bacon for breakfast.
Thankfully it had warmed up since the day befone. |
the afternoon we went on a long 4 mile hike and tha
is where this reporter got a cut under his eyeerAft
that we got to play capture the flag. Later in dlfter-
noon, we went on another hike to get to a servioe p
ject. At night we looked at all of the stars ahért
we got some shut-eye.

On Sunday, the troop was sad that we had to go
but we did. We said our final good-byes and then we

read a book.

There was plenty of food at camp but it wasn’t
that good. My dad cooked us delicious chicken noo-
dle soup and BBQ sausages. He also bought us a lot
good snacks and fruits to eat. His Jambalaya wen th
first place for our troop at the camp cooking cehte
and we were very proud of him.

Camp Strake is a good campsite, even thaugh i
was cold and wet, | really enjoyed the camp and had
a lot of fun.

set off for home.
Nickie A.
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Kevin'Y.

We built a tower in my Pioneering MB class. It
did take a lot of time that's for sure. Is was |@itm-
ple actually, all we really did was tie differerinés

of lashings to hold the wooden spars together laaid t
was pretty much it. | really enjoyed building it!
Chris S.




