Merit Badge Procedure for Scouts

There are more than 100 merit badges available for Scouts of all ages.  To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Scout must earn a minimum of 21 merit badges, 12 of which are required.  To earn a merit badge, a Scout can work directly with a Merit Badge Counselor or in classroom type environment, either in a class organized by the troop or at an outside location (Boy Scout camp, Moody Gardens, Houston Museum of Natural Science, J.P. McGovern Museum of Health & Medical Science, etc).  Regardless of the method, a Scout must follow certain guidelines set forth by the troop:

1. Obtain the merit badge book from the troop library, the public library or the Scout Shop.  It is the scout’s responsibility to verify the requirements are up-to-date.  The Web sites http://meritbadge.org or http://usscouts.org/meritbadges.asp list the latest version of the requirements.  It is acceptable to use an older version of the merit badge book as a reference; however, requirements will be determined at the start date of the merit badge.  New requirements will not affect merit badges that have already been started.

2. Get the name and contact information of a Merit Badge Counselor from the Merit Badge Coordinator.

3. Get a blank Blue Card from the Merit Badge Coordinator or Advancement Coordinator. 

4. Fill in the information on the side titled "Application for Merit Badge." 

5. Bring the Blue Card and the merit badge book to the Scoutmaster and ask him to sign the “Unit Leader” blank.

Note: You are not required to follow steps #2 to #5 if you will be working on the merit badge at a Boy Scout camp like summer or winter camp.  You will get approval from the Scoutmaster after signing up for the merit badge prior to camp.

6. Contact the Merit Badge Counselor before working on the merit badge if you decide to work directly with the counselor.  Remember to take a Scout buddy or your parents with you when meeting the counselor offsite.  This is not required if you work with the counselor at a troop function in plain view of others. 

7. Call the Counselor and schedule an appointment to review your work when you feel you are done.  Please remember the Buddy System.  If you have completed the merit badge correctly, the Counselor will sign the back of the “Application” section and the “Applicant's Record” section of the Blue Card. The Counselor should keep the “Counselor's Record” section and return the other two parts. If you have not completed the requirements, you will need to schedule another appointment with the Counselor when you are finished. 

8. Obtain the Scoutmaster’s signature on the “Applicant's Record” section when you finish ALL requirements. 

9. Turn in the “Application for Merit Badge” section to the Advancement Coordinator. 

10. You will receive the “Applicant's record” part along with the merit badge at the next Court of Honor.  

11. You should keep the “Applicant’s record” part with the rest of your Scout paperwork. This is your official proof of having completed the merit badge.

