Merit Badge Frequently Asked Questions

The Merit badge program is an important part of Boy Scouting.  Merit badges are a great way to find a new hobby or discover a possible career.  

How many Merit Badges are there?

There are more than 100 merit badges.  

How long do I have to complete my Merit Badges?

You must complete all the requirements for a merit badge before your 18th birthday.

How many Merit Badges are required to obtain Eagle Rank?

To become an Eagle, a scout must earn 21 merit badges (12 of them are required).

Which Merit Badges are Eagle required?

Camping, Citizenship in the Community, Citizenship in the Nation, Citizenship in the World,  Communications, Emergency Preparedness or Lifesaving, Environmental Science, Family Life, First Aid, Personal Fitness, Personal Management, Swimming or Hiking or Cycling.

How can I find out the requirement for each Merit Badge?
The Boy Scout shop sells a book entitled Boy Scout Requirements, which is very handy to have.  It lists the requirements for all of the merit badges and is updated every year.  The Websites http://meritbadge.org or http://usscouts.org/meritbadges.asp also list the latest version of the merit badge requirements.

Which Merit Badges take a long time to complete?

For Eagle required merit badges, Family Life, Personal Fitness, and Personal Management take at least 3 months to complete and the Camping merit badge requires 20 nights of camping with only one weeklong campout included to complete the requirement.

Which Merit Badges does the Troop typically work on?

It changes depending on what the youth leadership team votes on at the TOW (Troop Organization Workshop). You can tell your Patrol Leader which merit badges you are interested in, and he will present it at the TOW. 

Where can I take Merit Badges outside of the Troop?

Moody Gardens (http://www.moodygardens.org/teaching_learning/scouts/), Museum o f Health and Medical Science (http://www.mhms.org/ExportedSite/Programs/Boy%20Scouts%20Classes.htm), Houston Museum of Natural Science (http://www.hmns.org/education/scouts/boy_scouts.asp), Summer Camp, Fall Camp, Winter Camp, etc.

What are the requirements for a counselor?
Age 18 or older, can work with youth, a registered leader, and be familiar with the subject by hobby or career.

Tip:

You may want to keep a Scout notebook.  Baseball cardholders work great for holding completed and partial merit badges.  They also work well for holding your rank cards. It is a good idea to keep a computer record of your merit badges in case there are any questions.  List the place you took the badge, the counselor, and date.  

Have Fun !!!!
